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Unit Title: Embracing Heritage 

 

Unit Designers: 6tth grade team 

 

Level(s): 6th 

 

Time Span: 8 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   
 

“Remember, remember always that all of us, and you and I especially, are descended from 

immigrants and revolutionists.” —Franklin D. Roosevelt 

America is a nation of immigrants. This diversity has helped to make our country rich in ideas, 

traditions, and customs. Except for the Native Americans, every American came here from 

somewhere else—or is born of ancestors who did. People have come, and continue to come, to 

America to seek freedom and opportunity. Some did not come here voluntarily. And some 

immigrants encountered prejudice. To learn more about the role of immigration in American 

heritage, students read and discuss a variety of fictional and informational texts. To appreciate 

how we are shaped by the experiences we have and the people we encounter, students do a 

Generations Project, in which they consider perspectives from different generations within a 

family. The project also helps hone students’ interview and research skills. In addition, students 

create semantic maps of the phrase “embracing heritage” in order to represent visually their 

understanding of this phrase. They write an informative/explanatory essay in response to the 

essential question: How does heritage define us individually and as a nation? 

 

 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
 

 

 RL.6.6: Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a 

text. 

 RI.6.3: Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 

and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 
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 RI.6.9: Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another 

(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

 W.6.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 W.6.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 SL.6.3: Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that 

are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

 L.6.4:Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

 L.6.4(c): Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 

meaning or its part of speech. 

 L.6.4(d): Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 

by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 
(Before beginning this unit, students should know/understand/be able to…) 

 Knowledge: 

 

Students should be able to read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 

Students should be able to analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting the similarities 

and differences and the point of view they represent.   

 

Students should know how to quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 

Students should be able to d raw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to 

locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 

 

 Skills: 

 

Students should know how to demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

Students should know how to summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim 

is supported by reasons and evidence. 

 

Students will be able to use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
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Enduring Understandings: 

 

Except for the Native Americans, we are all descendants of immigrants. 

The Diversity of American immigrants has helped to make our country rich in ideas, traditions, 

and customs. 

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 

How does heritage define us individually and as a nation? 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

 

 Knowledge: 

 

Students will be able to explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or 

speaker in a text. 

Students will be able to analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, 

illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

Students will be able to compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of 

another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

Students will be able to verify the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 

meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

 

 

 

 Skills: 

 

Students will be able to write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 

evidence. 

Students will be able to explain a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing 

claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

Students will be able to determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content. 

 Students will be able to consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
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How will students provide evidence of their understandings? (Be specific) 

 

Students will write a poem or a song for two voices about an immigrant’s experience. The poem 

should be modeled after the poetry in Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices by Paul Fleischman 

(read in fifth grade), and the song modeled after Neil Diamond’s lyrics in "Coming to America.” 

The song or poem should accurately reflect historical information (or present-day information). 

 

After reading one of the immigrant stories, students will respond in their journal to this James 

Baldwin quotation (from the character’s point of view): "Know from whence you came. If you 

know whence you came, there are absolutely no limitations to where you can go.” Students will 

cite specific examples from the text and justify their response. Students may also post their 

response on a classroom blog and compare it to responses by their classmates. 

 

Students will research current immigration patterns using  sources of relevant information. 

Students will present an argument about whether the reasons are more similar or different 

between these two waves of immigration. Students will write a well-developed paper that 

includes an engaging opening statement of your position, at least three supporting details from 

two different sources, and a strong conclusion. Students will also edit  writing for the grammar 

conventions studied so far this year. 

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 

 Define the word heritage and review the word culture.  

Explore U.S. immigrant experiences through historical fiction and nonfiction texts.  

  Analyze multiple accounts of U.S. immigration from different points of view and describe 

important similarities and differences in the details they provide.  

  Conduct interviews to gather information from human “primary sources” (e.g., with family 

members).  

  Summarize information gleaned from interviews.  

  Explain the importance of oral tradition.  

  Conduct research on countries from which family members emigrated.  

  Write arguments about the proposition that America is a “land of opportunity.”  

  Define related words and identify their parts of speech (e.g., migrate, immigrate, emigrate, 

etc.). 

   Students will choose some words and trace back from modern-day uses of the words to their 

historical origins (e.g., culture, heritage, immigration, emigration, immigrant, endowment, 

lineage, racism, tolerance, legacy, ancestry, etc.). 

 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 
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Conduct research on one of the countries you have read about in this unit (from which an 

immigrant left), drawing on several sources (e.g., print, digital, video, multimedia, etc.). You 

may have the opportunity to work collaboratively with a partner through the entire research 

process: sharing ideas; formulating research questions; planning the research; conducting the 

research; evaluating the credibility and relevance of the information; and, finally, synthesizing 

the information and reporting your findings in a report or brochure. 

 

 

 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement? (Be specific) 

 
Students will utilize technology by using the Internet to read on-line articles, letters, as well as utilize a 

classroom blog to compare their work to other students. 

 

 

Instructional Resources: 

Literary Texts 

 Stories 

o Ashes of roses (Mary Jane Auch) 

o Letters from Rifka (Karen Hesse) 

o Nory Ryan’s song (Patricia Reilly Giff) 

o An Indian in Cowboy Country: Stories from an Immigrant’s Life (Pradeep Anand)  

o As Long as the Rivers Flow: The Stories of Nine Native Americans (Scholastic Biography) (Paula 

Gunn Allen and Patricia Clark Smith)  

o Behind the Mountains (First Person Fiction) (Edwidge Danticat)  

o Dreaming of America (Eve Bunting) 1  

o Escape from Saigon: How a Vietnam War Orphan Became an American Boy (Andrea Warren)  

o Esperanza Rising (Pam Muñoz Ryan)  

o Journey of the Sparrows (Fran Leeper Buss)  

o “On Discovering America” from Survey Graphic Magazine (Pearl S. Buck) Read  

o One Eye Laughing, the Other Eye Weeping: The Diary of Julie Weiss, Vienna, Austria to New 

York, 1938 (Dear America Series) (Barry Denenberg)  

o One More River to Cross: The Stories of Twelve Black Americans (Scholastic Biography) (Jim 

Haskins) (EA)  

o Project Mulberry (Linda Sue Park)  

o Something About America (Maria Testa)  

http://commoncore.org/maps/review/dreaming_of_america_eve_bunting
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA01/Davis/survey/articles/faces/faces_jun37_2.html
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o The Christmas Tapestry (Patricia Polacco)  

o Weedflower (Cynthia Kadohata)  

o When Jesse Came Across the Sea (Amy Hest and P.J. Lynch)  

Informational Texts 
Nonfiction 

 A History of US: Reconstructing America 1865-1890 (Book 7) (Joy Hakim) (EA)  

 Coming To America: The Story of Immigration (Betsy Maestro and Susannah Ryan)  

 Do People Grow on Family Trees?: Genealogy for Kids and Other Beginners, The Official Ellis Island 

Handbook (Ira Wolfman and Michael Klein)  

 First Crossing: Stories about Teen Immigrants (Donald R. Gallo)  

 How People Immigrate (True Books) (Sarah De Capua)  

 If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island (If You[r]…Series) (Ellen Levine and Wayne Parmenter)  

 Immigrant Kids (Russell Freedman) (EA)  

 New Kids in Town: Oral Histories of Immigrant Teens (Scholastic Biography) (Janet Bode)  

 Through the Eyes of Your Ancestors: A Step-by-Step Guide to Uncovering Your Family’s History (Maureen 

Alice Taylor)  

Art, Music and Media 

 Art 

o Childe Hassam, Flags on Fifty-Seventh Street: The Winter of 1918 (1918)  

o Childe Hassam, Village Scene (1883-1885)  

o Childe Hassam, Winter in Union Square (1889-1890)   

o Jacob Riis, various photographs  

 Music 

o “Coming to America” (Neil Diamond)  

 
 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

(Name of Assessment listed here) 


